Vocal cord paralysis commonly results from disease affecting the vagus nerve or its recurrent laryngeal branches, somewhere between the jugular foramen and its entrance into the larynx. It is rarely caused by an intralaryngeal lesion.' In the thorax the left recurrent laryngeal nerve is more vulnerable than the right, since it pursues a longer intrathoracic course, coming into contact with mediastinal lymph nodes and looping around the arch of the aorta. The right recurrent laryngeal nerve is related only to the apex of the right lung.2 Left vocal cord paralysis associated with a mass in the lung is usually of sinister significance, implying a bronchogenic carcinoma that cannot be resected because of subaortic lymph node disease. We report a case of paralysis of the left vocal cord associated with longstanding progressive massive fibrosis.
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